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EDITOR'S NOTE
GLORIA OGBAKI

w

ith pleasure, I relay the gratitude of the Director
General of the National Biosafety Management
Agency (NBMA) to all the esteemed readers

whose passion to read our quarterly newsletters, to a large
extent, has sustained the Agency on the path of standard,
transparency and accountability that guarantees the
protection

of

human

health,

animals,

plants

and

environment; and the national bio security while the
deployment of science and technology to boost global
agricultural capabilities has become an in thing.
In this first edition 2022, the esteemed readers would

My name is Ogbaki Gloria a communication expert,

make familiar with the major activities of the Agency in the

Head Press and Protocol Unit, National Biosafety

first quarter 2022 as it relates to GMOs’ regulation in

Management Agency (NBMA). I hold a Master’s Degree

Nigeria, the conscious effort of both line ministries and

in Public Relations and also a member of the Nigerian

agencies, national and international partners, made to

Institute of Public Relations (NIPR).

better regulate genetically modified organisms and all

Enjoy reading and acquaint yourselves with what you

other emerging technologies in the country; review of

need

applications for GMOs permit, stakeholders’ meeting,

Management Agency and its activities in the first

training and retraining of staff to ensure efficiency for the

quarter of the year, 2022.

to

know

about

the

National

Biosafety

demanding task and many more.

However, you are urged to read and make constructive

Warm regards from the Director General / CEO

observations that would aid the realization of the

National Biosafety Management Agency (NBMA).

NBMA mandate for national goal.
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MINISTER OF STATE FEDERAL MINISTRYOF ENVIRONMENT CALLS FOR
CONCERTED EFFORT IN THE BID TO PROTECT NIGERIANS FROM HARMFUL
BIOLOGICAL AGENTS: UNVEILS APPROVED BIOSECURITY POLICY AND
ACTION PLAN 2022-2026 FOR NIGERIA.
federal government to secure the country has placed
Nigeria among community of nations working assiduously
to overcome bio-threats.

Today we proudly provide for ourselves a national
biosecurity policy document which is in line with
stipulation of the NBMA Act as amended’’.
Ebegba also ascribed this great feat to the diligence of the
staff and the endless support the Agency gets from various
organizations from within and outside Nigeria.

M

He added that NBMA will ensure the realization of its

inister of State for Environment Chief Sharon mandate by developing more measures and guidelines
Ikeazor has said that the National Biosecurity that will enforce compliance of the NBMA Act which
Policy and Action Plan has been articulated to
encourages the activities of modern biotechnology to

reinvigorate the country's

enhance national economy.

commitment to the protection of National sovereignty, The representative of the World Health Organization Rex
human and biodiversity security and the wellbeing of it's Mpazanye in a goodwill message rated Nigerian Biosafety
citizens.

system the best so far on the African continent as he

The Minister of State for Environment Chief Sharon Ikeazor encouraged the National body to keep up the momentum.
who said this at the unveiling of the National Biosecurity ‘’The WHO is ever ready to continue supporting NBMA in
Policy and Action Plan 2022-2026, in Abuja today achieving its regulatory mandate’’.
(08/02/2022), noted that the policy will help in improving In the same vein, the acting high commissioner of the
areas of infrastructure, technology and advocacies as Canadian embassy Mr. Kevin Tokar stated that the long
frontiers to ensure prevention and preparedness to relationship
Biothreats.

between

Nigeria

and

Canada

remains

sustained as he noted how the Canada had contributed so

Chief Ikeazor, eulogized the National Biosafety Management

much in the effort to fight covid19 recently.

Agency for its great achievements over the last few years of
existence.

"NBMA is always making Nigeria proud and this policy
document reflects it, also occupying an enviable position in
the meeting of biosafety matters in Africa is a worthwhile
achievement any Federal Agency should aspire. ‘’ I am
honestly happy to unveil this policy document today as I
look forward to seeing full implementation of it and all
relevant

agencies

should

please,

encourage

implementation of this policy document for our common
good’’.

The auspicious event had service chiefs, heads of security

The Director General/CEO National Biosafety Management

Agencies, Minister of state of Science, Technology and

Agency,

Innovation, development partners, various government

Dr

Rufus

Ebegba

at

the

unveiling

and

presentation of the approved biosecurity policy document

Ministries,

and Action Plan hinted that the determination and

stakeholders in attendance.

commitment of the

Agencies

and

department,

and

various
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GHANIAN REGULATORY TEAM VISITS; LAUDS THE OUTSTANDING
SUCCESS STORY OF THE NIGERIAN BIOSAFETY SYSTEM
The DG/CEO said that the collaboration among the
government agencies, departments and Ministries have
been effective especially in the area of information and
team work. “The agency since inception has put in
place regulatory instrument like policy documents and
guidelines that ensure safe Modern Biotechnology
activities are carried out in the country”.
DR Ebegba stated the need for the Ghanian government

T

to extend the scope of the regulatory framework to
he Ghanian team of Biotechnology and Biosafety

capture the new emerging technologies such as Gene

Regulators has paid a study tour visit to the

Editing, Gene drive, and Synthetic biology.

National Biosafety Management Agency (NBMA).

The visit is geared towards understudying the Nigerian
Biosafety system and its success story.
While

welcoming

the

20-man

team,

The

Director

General/Chief Executive Officer of the NBMA, Dr. Rufus
Ebegba recognized how important the visit of the Ghanian
Regulatory team is to the regulatory authority in Ghana,
stating that collaborating with their Nigerian Counterpart
on the need to strengthen regulations in Ghana and in
Africa would strengthen the stipulations of the law
establishing the regulatory agency in Ghana.

In a remark, the team leader Dr Emmanuel Marfo who is
a member of parliament in Ghana, echoed the position
of Nigeria as a role model for the African continent
stating that Nigeria and Ghana have a longstanding
relationship and this would further earn both counties
synergy that can boost their Economies by way of
working together.
He also disclosed that Nigeria has been playing a
leading position in Africa and this reflects their level of
education, population and personality. He however
sought opportunity for Nigerian to impact on the

DR. Ebegba however stated that in the sphere of GM

Ghanian biosafety regulation system.

regulation, Nigeria has set a model for the African

Chairman National Biosafety Authority in Ghana, Prof.

continent. “The Agency was not established to stop GMOS

Charles Boasiako lauded the very wide and broad

but rather to see that whatever results from the technology

presentation of the DG/CEO which was very detailed

does not pose threat to human health, Environment,

taking the visitors through the regulatory process and

Animals and Plants.”

approval processes of the Agency, noting that indeed

"The global economy today is driven by science and
technology and it is timely that Nigerian is keying into it
by ensuring that safety measures are put in place for the
deployment of the technology. The government is so

Nigeria is a model for other African countries as the
guidelines and regulations produced from the Agency
has been used by other countries as models for the
drafting of the documents.

proactive to the establishment of NBMA and by

The Team visited the NBMA’s GM detection and analysis

implication the Agency stands to prevent Nigeria from

laboratory where they applauded the state-of-the-art

becoming

equipment and Dr. Ebegba presented the regulatory

a

dumping

ground

for

Genetically Modified Organism (GMOS)”.

unregulated

documents of the NBMA to the team.
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SYNTHETIC BIOLOGY AND
NIGERIA’S REGULATORY
APPROACH.
SynBio is generally applied to provide ‘greener’

BY:
ADANNA MGBOJIKWE-LOTO

alternatives to crucial processes in life which
require

more

sustainable

options

including:

making “green chemicals” from agricultural waste,
naturally

replicating

rubber

for

tires,

bioremediation, producing renewable bioacrylic,
engineering

low-cost

sugars

to

substitute

petroleum, producing biofuels and renewable
chemicals as petroleum alternatives, increasing
rates

of

increasing

natural

fermentation

efficiency

in

for

polymers,

bioprocessing

of

pharmaceuticals and much more.

S

These applications are necessary within Nigeria as
ynthetic Biology (SynBio) is an emerging and

well as globally to guarantee that we pass on a

fast-growing field of modern biotechnology

‘live-able’ planet for our children and generations

which allows the design of living organisms

to come. With an inexhaustible list of potential

unlike any found in nature and the redesign existing

applications, it is important that Synthetic Biology

organisms to have enhanced or novel qualities. This field

is properly regulated to prevent the potential

borrows techniques from a wide range of disciplines

misuse of the technology for bioterrorism, the

such

possibility

as

biotechnology,

electrical

and

computer

of

accidental

release

of

harmful

engineering, biophysics, genetic engineering, molecular

engineered organisms into the environment and

biology, systems biology, membrane science, chemical

ensure the conservation of our biodiversity as well

and biological engineering, molecular engineering,

as the protection of human health.

control engineering and evolutionary biology.
Although there are many different definitions of synthetic
biology, all recognize this emerging field as based on the
understanding that DNA sequences can be assembled
together like building blocks, producing a living entity
with any desired combination of traits, much as one can
assemble a car by putting together many individual
pieces with different functions. Synthetic biology is in its
infancy as a technological field. This budding technology
will

use

genes

and

other

DNA

sequences

as

interchangeable biological parts to build a target
organism.

... to be continued in page 6
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... continue from page 5
the

As NBMA develops the regulatory instrument, it is

regulation of “synthetic biology” is the Convention on

approaching regulation from the angle of monitoring the

Biological Diversity (CBD). This discussion has been

process of technology development not to stifle the

underway for almost 10 years under the CBD agenda

technology but to encourage innovation while providing

items of “synthetic biology” and “new and emerging

recommended strategies for preventing potential risks to

issues relating to the conservation and sustainable use of

human health and the environment from the beneficial

biological diversity,” and more recently within the scope

application of synthetic biology.

The

primary

international

forum

deliberating

of Cartagena Protocol topics including risk assessment
and risk management, and “digital sequence information”
jointly with the Nagoya Protocol.
The federal Government of Nigeria took a proactive step in
2019 by amending the National Biosafety Management
Agency (NBMA) Act, 2015, to include the regulation of
such emerging gene technology approaches as gene
drive, gene editing and synthetic biology, and to ensure
biosecurity, as well as related matters. The NBMA Act,
2015, was amended with the insertion of section 25(a),
which states: “No person, institution or body shall carryout
gene drive, gene editing and synthetic biology except
with the approval of the Agency”.

After developing National Gene Editing Guidelines in
2021, leading Nigeria to become the first country in
Africa to issue gene editing guidelines, NBMA is taking
yet another proactive step in developing National
Synthetic Biology Regulations which started in January

CONTACT US FOR
ENQUIRIES
ON BIOSAFETY AND
BIOSECURITY IN NIGERIA

2022. This is a commendable step considering the fact
that

no

national

government

has

yet

published

regulations for synthetic biology, due to the complexity of

+234 81 808 054 51

synthetic biology as an emerging field.

nbma@nbma.gov.ng

www.nbma.gov.ng
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ADDRESS DELIVERED BY THE DIRECTOR GENERAL / CEO NATIONAL
BIOSAFETY MANAGEMENT AGENCY, DR RUFUS EBEGBA, AT THE
SENSITIZATION WORSHOP HELD ON THURSDAY 28TH APRIL 2022 ON
BIOSAFETY (GENETICALLY MODIFIED ORGANISMS SAFETY AND
REGULATION) IN NIGERIA.

I

am delighted to welcome you all to this sensitization

This workshop is aimed at sensitizing Nigerians on the

workshop. This sensitization is indeed apt as there is

state of biosafety in Nigeria with regards to genetically

need to brief stakeholders on the state of our national

modified organism and their safety, while updating the

biosafety.

general public on activities of the federal government in
the area of biosafety management in the country.
Globally, safe science and technology have been known
to be drivers of economic change, Nigeria cannot afford to
be left behind and that is why the federal government
through MBMA makes sure it approves only safe
application of modern biotechnology for the economic
development of the country particularly in the agricultural
sector.
The NBMA is very thorough in its dealings and before any
approval is granted for the use of GMOs, the national

The National biosafety management agency (NBMA) was

biosafety committee and the national biosafety technical

established by NBMA Act 2015 to create and implement a

committee constituted. They meet to analyze, deliberate

regulatory

modern

on the product and decisions are taken after careful and

biotechnology and the use of its products (genetically

thorough analysis of the application. The rigorous process

modified organisms) in Nigeria.

most times extends to days of deliberation and careful

Since coming into existence, the NBMA has put in place

analysis.

regulations, guidelines and policies to ensure that the

The NBMA does not act on its own as these committees

product of modern biotechnology (genetically modified

comprise of experts drawn from sister agencies, line

organisms) can be deployed safely in Nigeria.

ministries,

The NBMA is charged with the responsibility of providing

framers and many other expert stakeholders who after

regulatory framework, institutional and administrative

their review make their recommendation to NBMA for

mechanism for safety measures in the application of

further action.

modern biotechnology in Nigeria, with a view to preventing

It is important for us to know that fruits and some food

its potential adverse effects on human health, animal, plants

items which are said to be genetically modified and

and the environment.

available in the Nigerian market presently are not

The NBMA was not created to stop genetically modified

genetically modified rather, they are either hybrids or

organism (GMOs) but to ensure that Nigerians and the

improved through conventional breeding technique. The

environment are safe from any potential adverse impact

federal government through NBMA is always poised to

they may have on human health and animal health and the

protect the health of its citizens and the environment by

environment.

providing case by case analysis of GMO of the potential

framework

for

safe

practice

of

scientist,

non-governmental

organizations,

risk that may be associated with it.

...continue on page 8
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... continued from page 7
nce the inception of the National biosafety management
agency (NBMA) in 2015, the obvious impact of the Nigerian
biosafety authority has been felt all over the globe. From the
decision to approve BT cotton for environmental release in
2016 to the decision to approve PBR cowpea for
environmental release in 2019 and more recent, the
decision to grant approval for the commercial release of
Tela maize in 2021, the NBMA has made decisions based on
scientific facts for the benefit of Nigerian people and just
like our activities that have not gone unnoticed in Africa, it
has not gone unnoticed worldwide.
his is why the Nigerian biosafety system is well sort after in
Africa and the world as our regulation and guideline have

In line with the mandate that has been added to the agency,

become models that other countries use in developing their

on regulating emerging modern biotechnology such as

own guidelines and regulations. The Nigerian biosafety

gene drive, gene editing, synthetic biology and ensuring

system is a source of inspiration to other African countries

biosecurity,

and this is mainly due to our doggedness in ensuring that

biosecurity policy which has been approved by the federal

our mandate is achieved and no matter the challenge,

executive council for implementation. This policy went

safety is our watch word.

through three phases of rigorous and broad national

As part of efforts to expand our monitoring and surveillance,

stakeholders review before it was presented to the minister

the

of

of state for environment for onward transmission to the

understanding with sister agencies such as standard

federal executive council for consideration after which

organization of Nigeria, Nigeria agriculture quarantine

approval for implementation was granted and this policy

service, national seed council, Nigerian customs service

was formally unveiled to the public this year 2022.

agency

has

signed

various

memorandum

ensuring that the Nigerian boarders are well monitored in
case of any illegal GM import. Other stakeholders we have
signed MOU with include the varietal release committee
and the department of veterinary and pest control service
under the federal ministry of agriculture and rural
development. More recently we have signed an MOU with
the

federal

competition

and

consumer

protection

commission (FCCPC). This is in the to ensure that Nigerian
consumers get the best and that they are protected from
illegal GMOs.
The NBMA has not been resting on its oars to ensure that
only safe and approved genetically modified seeds and
grains for food and feed processing are allowed into the
Nigerian market hence the constant upgrading of our GM

the

agency

has

developed

a

national

The agency has equally developed gene editing guidelines
which have been validated by stakeholders and unveiled to
the public. The guidelines will ensure the proper regulation
of gene edited products. The development of other
biosafety guidelines in the area of genetically modified fish,
birds, trees, stacked genes are ongoing.
While gene editing and modern biotechnology are both
genetic engineering tools, it will be out of ignorance to say
all gene edited products are GMOs. A product can be
termed GMO only if it contains a transgene at the final
product. However, gene editing does not in all cases
require introduction new gene into the genome of an
organism .it could be deletion and suppression of a gene.

detection and analysis laboratory and our constant
inspection of GMO facilities, confined field trial sites and
multi-locational trial sites. This is for proper surveillance,
tracking and monitoring of GMOs in Nigeria.

... continue on page 9
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... continued from page 8
In recognition of the huge potential associated with modern

Thank you all for listening and I hope at the end of this

biotechnology

government

workshop you all and indeed Nigerians would have been

development

armed with the right information with regards to the state of

agency and other universities and institutions involved in

biosafety in Nigeria. It is my hope that at the end of this

the promotion, development and deployment of the

workshop the message from here will re-echo in the hearts

products of modern biotechnology for the development of

and minds of every citizen from this region and Nigerians at

the agricultural, environmental, industrial sectors and

large that they will know that NBMA is here to protect them

medicine.

as our bias is safety.

Our biosafety system therefore ensures safety of the

Thank you and god bless our nation.

established

applications,

the

national

the

federal

biotechnology

application of modern biotechnology to human health and
the environment. So far none of the GMOs approved in
Nigeria has any risk associated with it.
I want to use this medium to assure Nigerians that the
federal government through the agency is doing everything
possible to ensure we are all safe. I want to assure you all
that whatever the agency says is safe is indeed safe.

What are Genetically Modified (GM)

Nigerians should learn to trust the federal government and

Foods?

allow the agency do what will be in its best interest.

Genetically Modified (GM) foods are those

Nigerians need not to be afraid as their health and

foods derived from GMOs as a whole, or

wellbeing are paramount in the mind of the agency as they

ingredients.

relate to biosafety

What is Biosafety?
Biosafety means the application of measures,
policies, knowledge, techniques, equipment
and procedures for minimizing potential risks
that modern biotechnology may pose to the
environment and human health;

Are GM Foods Safe?
This is not only a concern for the public but for
NBMA as well. No GM foods will be allowed
The agency has a responsibility towards the safety of

into

Nigerians, the environment, the realization of government

confirmed safe by the NBMA even if they are

objectives in the diversification of the Nigerian economy

declared safe from the source, or country of

towards actualization of green economy and the economic

origin.

prosperity of Nigerians. Kindly verify information with the
agency when they portend misinformation or when you are

Nigerian

markets

unless

they

are

For further enquiries visit www.nbma.gov.ng

not sure of the reliability of the source of information.
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ABOUT NBMA
MANDATE
The Agency’s mandate is to provide “regulatory
framework, institutional and administrative
mechanism for safety measures in the application
of Modern Biotechnology in Nigeria with the view
to preventing any adverse effect on human health,
animals, plants, and environment”

INCEPTION OF NBMA
The National Biosafety Management Agency
(NBMA) was established by the NBMA ACT 2015.
The Act came into force on the 18th of April 2015
with the appointment of Dr. Rufus Ebegba as the
pioneer Director-General/Chief Executive Officer of
the Agency.

MISSION
To promote the basic tenets of Biosafety as
enunciated in the Cartagena Protocol of Biosafety
and
enforce
Nigeria
National
Biosafety
Management Agency Act 2015 to ensure the safe
application and use of products of modern
biotechnology

VISION
To ensure that the practice, processes and
procedures
of
Modern
Biotechnology
is
undertaken within the limits of a regulatory system
that guarantees its safe use, protects Nigeria
Biodiversity and provides minimum risks to human
health, animals. Plants and the environment

OBJECTIVE
The overall objective of Biosafety is to ensure that
the potential risks of GM products are guarded
against for the good of people and the environment

... Ensuring Biosecurity and proper regulation
of modern biotechnology in Nigeria.
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THE NIGERIAN BIOSAFETY SYSTEM
BY BUSHROH BELLO

National Biosafety Management Agency (NBMA) is
charged with the responsibility of providing regulatory
framework, institutional and administrative mechanism
for safety measures in the application of modern
biotechnology and the use and handling of GMOs in
Nigeria. NBMA is to ensure that the practice, processes
and procedures of Modern Biotechnology is undertaken
within the limits of a regulatory system that guarantees
its safe use, protects Nigeria Biodiversity and provides

B

minimum risks to human health, animal, plants and the

iosafety refers to the best practices to be followed to

environment. The Agency is working on how to improve

avoid any harmful effects on human health, animals

the

and environment.

programmes to strongly have a National Biosafety

According to the World Health Organization, “Biosafety is a
strategic and integrated approach to analysing and
managing relevant risks to human, animal and plant life and
health and associated risks for the environment”. The basic
objective of a biosafety system is to address containment
principles,

technologies

and

practices

that

are

implemented to prevent the unintentional exposure to
pathogens and toxins on their accidental release.

system

by

providing

new

guidelines

and

System.
The NBMA act as amended, contains the power to
authorize the release of GMOs and practice of modern
biotechnology activity. It confers the power to carry out
risk assessment, management and communication
before the release. Since the inception of National
Biosafety Management Agency (NBMA) in 2015, its
obvious impact on the Nigerian Biosafety authority has
been felt all over the globe from the decision to approve

Nigeria as a country is endowed with a variety of plant and

Bt Cotton for environmental release in 2016 to the

animal species. All these species from Nigeria's biodiversity

decision to approve PBR Cowpea for environmental

are in abundance within the country and are highly

release in 2019 and also to grant approval for the

cherished. The emergence of Modern Biotechnology and

commercial release of Tela Maize in 2021. Therefore,

Genetically Modified Organisms (GMOs) coupled with their

NBMA can attest to the safety of all GMOs that has been

perceived adverse impacts on the conservation and

approved so far.

sustainable utilization of biodiversity and human health

The goal of Nigerian Biosafety Regulatory System is to

needs a Biosafety Management System.

ensure safety to human, animals, environment and plant.

The erstwhile President, Goodluck Ebele Jonathan signed
the Biosafety Act into Law on the 20th of April, 2015 and
this law is to regulate the practice of modern biotechnology
handling and use of its products (genetically modified
organisms) that may have adverse effect on cnservation

To ensure Biosecurity, to maximize benefits and minimize
risks, to carry out risk assessment, risk management and
make decision based on verifiable science and also to
build

public

confidence

in

new

and

emerging

technologies so as to aalleviate public concerns.

and sustainable use of biodiversity. The Biosafety Law was
signed to provide the establishment of National Biosafety
Management Agency (NBMA).
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Joseph Entonu Amedu is a senior legal officer of the

National Biosafety Management Agency. He is an
indigene

of

Benue

state

from

otukpo

local

government area of the state.
He bagged an LLB Hons from the University of Jos
plateau state and attended the Nigeria Law school
Bwari, Abuja and was duly called to bar as barrister
solicitor and advocate of the supreme court of
Nigeria by the body of benchers.
He was born on the 23rd may, he is married and
loves Reading, Legal Advocacy, Watching movies
and sports

Abbas Fatima is an Administrative officer 1

with the Planning Research And Statistics
Department

of

the

National

Biosafety

Management Agency.
She holds a B.A English Literature from the
Ahmadu Bello University Zaria in the year
2014.
She was born on the 2nd of May and hails
from Okene local government area of kogi
state.she is married and loves surfing the
Internet, reading and watching movies.
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Akpan Glory Ephraim is a scientific officer 1 with
the food safety and socio economy department of
the National Biosafety Management Agency.
She holds a degree in crop science from the
University of Uyo.
She was born on the 28th of may and hails from
ini local government area of Akwa ibom state. She
is married and loves Reading, singing and
dancing, service to humanity, and cooking.

Kenneth Ikechukwu Nwosu is a scientific officer 2

with

the

planning

Research

and

Statistics

department of the National Biosafety Management
Agency.
He Bagged a degree in Chemical Engineering from
the University of Port Harcourt.
He was born on the 15th April and hails from Obi
Ngwa Local government area of Abia state he is
married and loves football, swimming Dancing,
service to humanity, cooking and traveling.
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NBMA
PHOTO GALLERY

HON. MOHAMMED H.
ABDULLAHI, MINISTER OF
ENVIRONMENT.

NBMA BOARD CHAIRMAN
HON. DASUKI IBRAHIM
NAKANDE

DG NBMA HOSTS GHANAIAN
BIOSAFETY TEAM.

A CROSS SECTION OF NBMA STAFF

HON. MINISTER OF STATE
FOR ENVIRONMENT
SHARON IKEAZOR

DG/CEO NBMA PRESENTS NBMA
CRESTED WALL CLOCK TO THE
PERM. SEC. FEDERAL MINISTRY OF
ENVIRONMENT

PUBLIC PRESENTATION OF GENE
EDITING GUIDELINES

DIGNITARIES AT THE OCCASION OF
THE UNVEILING OF BIOSECURITY
POLICY DOCUMENT

DR. RUFUS EBEGBA
DG/CEO NBMA

NBMA MANAGEMENT STAFF

DG NBMA, NBMA MANAGEMENT STAFF
& GHANAIAN BIOSAFETY TEAM.

STAFF OF NBMA AT THE GMO
DETECTION AND ANALYSIS
LABORATORY
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NBMA LEGAL DESK
THE MYTH AND DINKUM OIL OF THE LEGAL
PROFESSION.
JOSEPH AMEDU(ESQ), SLO NBMA
Lawyers work with facts and conscience just like the rest of
us, so referring lawyers to be liars is absolutely out of place.
The legal profession plays a pivotal role in every society by
ensuring

peace

and

tranquility

through

means

of

interpreting laws to those in disagreements or troubles.
This profession is structured, in Nigeria, there is one general
category of lawyer. All lawyers are admitted to the bar as
Barristers and solicitors of the Supreme Court without any

w

distinction as to their roles or functions.
hen I was growing up as a child, my ambitions
were either to become a catholic priest or a
military officer and I hadn’t the foggiest idea I

would become a lawyer.
In fact, I never wanted to be a lawyer because of the

To become a lawyer in Nigeria requires five years of
intensive training as an undergraduate in any approved
university(s) in the world and one year of law school which
he or she must pass the prescribed examinations set by the
council of legal education.

ridiculous perceptions people hold about them, the most

There are different types of lawyers in Nigeria, and the

common myth is, lawyers are liars and when they die, they

practice of law is a very big field in the country. The first

are interred with their faces down. This signaled a fear that

point to start with is that when a lawyer gets qualified to

lawyers don’t make heaven when they die, and as a

practice law in Nigeria, there are no restrictions on what

devout catholic I would not choose a profession that

area of law a lawyer can practice in. so a lawyer in Nigeria

could land me in Hellfire. But in time, I also realized it was

can

all misconception fundamentally hinged on ignorance

comfortable in.

and dearth of enlightenment as to who is a lawyer and

However, there has been a recent trend of lawyers in

what he does.
This unfounded, wide-held misjudgments of who a lawyer

Nigeria deciding to specialize in certain areas of law. This is

is, has disorientated many people who dreamt of

specialization is the fact that it leads to greater expertise.

becoming a lawyer. A Lawyer is not a liar. He is a truthful

Nigeria there are areas of specializations in the legal

human being of intelligence, respect, courtesy and

profession,

candor. A lawyer is not an interloper, intermeddler. A

law,Criminal

lawyer is a person, who by the sheer dictates of his

Immigration law, Divorce(matrimonial cause), Labourlaw,

profession advises people about the law and also

Intellectual property, Human rights laws and Alternative

represents them in court. It is cardinal principle of the

dispute resolution (ADR)

legal profession to tell the truth all the time and if there is
any profession that tells the truth more, it is the legal
profession.

pick

and

choose

whatever

area

he/she

feels

a welcome development because one of the benefits of

we
law,

have

the

Debt

Transactional

recovery,Corporate
law,

Property

law,

...continue on page 16
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It is not part of the role of a lawyer to instigate litigation or

But the law he operates does not allow him to play to the

NBMA LEGAL DESK

dispute between parties. He is however prepared to use his gallery. The Judge is always there to checkmate any
expertise of the law to protect and defend a party who runs advocate’s excesses, so lawyers are not liars and they stand
into some problems or who is troubled by the law. While a for truth always.
lawyer may appear hostile and at times impolite in the
course of advocacy in court, particularly during cross
examination, it may be as a result of occupational hazard.

s

GM PRODUCTS: PROSPECTS, MYTH AND
CONTROVERSIES
JOSEPH AMEDU(ESQ), SLO NBMA
ometimes last year, I took a walk to one of the busiest

However, while the successful commercialization of GM

streets in Abuja. In that street, I saw Nigerians going

products provides certain benefits, there were widespread

about their daily duties.

concerns about its effects on human health, environment as

Hawkers

and

newspaper

vendors

advertising

their

products, running after their customers and in the process,
trying to outsmart each other.
The bus drivers and conductors were not left out as they
hustle for passenger(s)…… stranded commuters were
struggling for the only available coaster buses. From the
‘VIPs’ it was their siren that was blaring everywhere. In the
midst of this drama, was a newspaper stand. At the stand
there were people discussing the English premier league
that took place the previous day. After listening to their
discussions, I decided to take a look at the trending news
of the day, and boom the first caption I saw was ‘GMOs
causes cancer’.

well as ethical, social, cultural and other concerns. Such
concerns were not only confined to the GM products alone,
but concerns were expressed about the contamination of
the conventional crops.
The liability associated with GMOs have increased in
attention among the internationall communities in rrecent
years. The pro-thinkers of GM considered that the GMOs are
equal to that of conventional counterparts and believe that
the general laws on liability and redress shall apply also to
GM foods.
In countries like Nigeria, United States, New Zealand,
Canada and the UK, issues arising from damage and liability
towards GMOs has been addressed in the existing national
legislations. However, several anti-GM groups believe that

I am not a scientist. I am a lawyer and this article is based

GM poses great threat to biodiversity and therefore,

on my personal research.

necessitate the significant of stringent liability regime to

Genetically Modified Organisms (GMOs) have increased

deal with such concerns. For instance, European Union has

international attention since its inception by Calgene

formulated a legislation, Directive 2004/35 which is

researchers of the United State of America in the year 1996.

applicable to the European communities.

Since then, there was a tremendous increase in cultivation

Consequently, considerable attention is required to

and commercialization of GMOs across the world.

determine the procedures of legal liability for damage

Consequently, the first and second generational GMOs
followed in high succession. Many developed and
developing countries began to give great importance to
GM crops in their national food strategies and legislations

occurs during the time of introduction or import of GM
foods. Nigeria has a viable biosafety regulatory system
through the enactment of National Biosafety Management
Agency Act and other ancillary laws made pursuant to the
NBMA Act.

... continue on page 17
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From 2007, the food safety and standards authority of India
was established by the Indian food legislation to regulate
the importation of GM foods.
In 2015, the Act that established the National Biosafety
Management Agency was passed and signed into law.
Being signatory to the cartgena protocol on biosafety, the
Act was modelled after the protocol to formulate its
regulatory framework on liability and redress over GM foods.
The NBMA Act and Regulation contains elements such as
causation of damage, standard of liability, apportionment of
liability, and limitation of liability in order to build a strong
legal liability regime. The Nagoya kualumpur supplementary
protocol on liability and redress has not specifically
addressed these criteria, but it has given nations who are
signatories to the protocol the leverage to incorporate these
guiding principles in their new national legislations or
existing laws. Nigeria through NBMA, has developed the
Nigeria has put in place measures in the biosafety regulation norms and procedures of dealing with risk assessment and
to ensure the safety of GM to humans, animals and the risk management concerning GM foods.
environment. Under the biosafety regulation, Nigeria has put
in place a liability regime that operates on faultbased
system, i.e polluter pays. Pursuant to the libility regime put
in place by the NBMA Act, developers of Gm shall be held
liable for potential damages if the provisions of the relevant
laws are breached.

Dr. Ebegba however stated that in the sphere of GM
regulation, Nigeria has set a model for the African continent.
“The Agency was not established to stop GMOS but rather
to see that whatever results from the technology does not
pose threat to human health, Animals and Plants and

Environment.”
After successful adoption of Bt cotton in India in 2002, You can reach

Joseph

Amedu

(ESQ)

through:

developing nations like India and Nigeria picked interest in josephamedu4@gmail.com
the importation of GM foods. The research and development
of GMOs by both public and private sector enterprise in India
has commenced in the year 2006.
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DG/CEO NBMA PAID PERMANENT
SECRETARY A DUTY CALL

DG/CEO URGES STAFF TO
REMAIN COMITTED TO WORK
As staff of NBMA continue with the training for the
development of guidelines for synthetic Biology,
DG/CEO, D.r Rufus Ebegba has urged them to be
committed to duty as they owe Nigerians a lot in the
protection

of

environment

and

health,

while

harnessing the potentials of biotechnology to remedy
challenges affecting agricultural capabilities.

T

he Director General/CEO of the National Biosafety
Management Agency, Dr Rufus Ebegba in the
company of the management

staff of the Agency visited the Permanent Secretary, Federal
Ministry of Environment, Engr. Hassan Musa today at his office
for a briefing on 'THE STATUS OF THE NATIONAL BIOSAFETY
MANAGEMENT AGENCY (NBMA)'

At the briefing, the DG/CEO made an exhaustive presentation

Dr Ebegba stressed that the reward for diligent

on the genesis, role progress/achievements, challenges and

service to duty is recognition and recognized a staff

future prospects and programs of the Agency.

whose effort has become obvious over time and

He also presented a brief summary of the Agency's financial

encouraged all the staff to follow suit.

statements, which included budgets, allocation and Internally
Generated Revenue. Also in the presentation was a list of
accreditations, permits, granted so far by the Agency;
international partnerships, awards and recognition received by
the agency since inception.
In his response, the Permanent Secretary, thanks the DG/CEO
and the Agency for the achievement made by the Agency and
urged the Agency to continue to live up to expectation. He
assured the Agency of the Ministry's support for the
achievement of NBMA's mandate.
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MONKEYPOX; NBMA CAUTIONS THE PUBLIC,
URGES ADHERENCE TO SAFETY MEASURES

The National Biosafety Management Agency has called

“The

symptoms

for

monkeypox

includes

sudden

fever,

on the general public to take proactive measures in other

headache, weakness of the body which can come with body

to prevent and stop the spread of monkeypox virus in the

pains, sore throat, enlargement of glands under the jaw and in

country.

the neck.

The Director General/Chief Executive Officer of the

This illness can be transmitted from an infected animals and

NBMA, Dr. Rufus Ebegba who said this in a press

rodents such as rats, mice, squirrels and even monkeys, through

statement signed and made available to journalists,

body contacts such as touching its blood, body fluids, spots,

stated that owing to the current spread of the disease it is

blisters or scabs and sharing of objects hence, to curb the

important for the general Public to take drastic steps to

spread of this virus, it is therefore necessary to avoid contacts

stop the further infection and spread of the disease.

with animals that could harbor the virus (dead or alive). Isolation
of infected patients for a specific period of time with the practice

It is very important that Nigerians should be aware of the

of good hand hygiene with or without a contact with an infected

health risk monkeypox poses and take caution by

animals or humans”.

adhering to safety measures.
It can also come with the appearance of a rash on the
face, palms, soles of the feet, genitals and other parts of
the body which can appear solid or fluid-filled at the
onset and can manifest within a period of 2-3 weeks
depending on the health status of such an individual.”.

Dr. Ebegba advised that it is therefore essential to adhere strictly
to the public health safety measures and report likely cases of
signs and symptoms to a health facility nearest to you.
He said the NBMA is taking proactive steps while working with
other line Ministries and Agencies to ensure that biosecurity
measures are taken to contain the virus.
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