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EDITOR’S NOTE

O

n behalf of the entire editorial team I want to welcome our readers to this “lockdown” edition of our newsletter “THE REGULATOR”.

OGBAKI GLORIA

EDITORIAL STAFF

The year 2020 has seen a lot of turnaround of events popularly called
the “new normal especially with the COVID19 pandemic all over the world and
the Modern Biotechnology regulatory sector is not left behind. A lot is happening and I can’t wait for you to read about what the Agency has been up to. EDACHE

ISAIAH

As you well know, the major topic globally is the COVID19 pandemic as scientists and ABOUNU ENE JOY
countries are working hard to find a lasting solution. The NBMA also has not rested on WILLIAMS OLUFUNKE
its oars in this regard as the Agency has engaged in series of enlightenment campaigns
to educate Nigerians on safety measures to limit and stop the spread of the disease. NAKANDE MUBARAK JAMILU
In this edition, you will read about the giant strides of the Agency, our draft reg- MARY TINUOYE
ulations, you will also read about the statements of the NBMA concerning SHITTU ADAMU
Covid-19 (coronavirus) and what the Agency has been doing to ensure that harmful Biological Agents are not allowed to affect humans and the environment. AGU JENNIFER

GRAPHIC DESIGNER

We
will
not
also
fail
to
mention
that
the
Honourable
minister of state for Environment Mrs. Sharon Ikeazor paid a working visit to the Agency and not forgetting our sports section for our teeming sports lovers. EDACHE

Our cover story is a very exciting one as it talks about the award given to
the Agency by the international Customs Organization through the Nigeria Customs Service. This story is particularly exciting for us because it was
a test to prove that indeed the NBMA is trailing the blaze in GMO regulation under the watchful eyes and guidance of our DG/CEO, Dr Rufus Ebegba.

ISAIAH

It is our hope that as we continue to march on, this edition will further deepen the understanding of Biosafety issues and the role of the National Biosafety Management Agency in the regulation of modern biotechnology in the country.
To
rephrase
the
words
of
famous
writer
-Stephen
King,
we
hope that this newsletter will become a uniquely portable magic that will help in preaching the gospel of Biosafety and bio-security.
On
cer

behalf
and the

of
the
Director
entire editorial team,

General/Chief
I welcome

Executive
you once

Offiagain.

Don’t forget to stay in touch with us on www.nbma.gov.
ng and follow us on twitter, instagram and Facebook (@biosafetynig). We also welcome your feedbacks, comments and opinions.

GLORIA OGBAKI
EDITOR
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NBMA RECEIVES WORLD
CUSTOMS MERIT AWARD
ENVIRONMENT MINISTER
COMMENDS NBMA OVER
AWARD.

T

he National Biosafety Management Agency NBMA, has received an award from the Nigerian Customs Service (NCS)
for the role of theAgency in ensuring that unapproved genetically modified Organisms (GMOs) are not allowed into the country and for the very strategic partnership between both Agencies.
The Director General and Chief Executive Officer of the NBMA
Dr Rufus Ebegba who received the award on behalf of the
Agency thanked the Nigeria Customs Service for the honour and pledged that the NBMA will continue to partner with
the NCS in ensuring that only safe and approved GMOs are
deployed for the benefit of Nigerians and the environment.
He said “the NBMA is an Agency of the Federal Government and
the NCS has been a wonderful partner as the joint partnership
resulted in the repatriation of nine thousand metric tons of unapproved GM maize that was imported into the country in 2017.”

T

he honourable minister Federal Ministry of environment Dr Mohammad Mahmood Abubakar has commended the Director General and Chief Executive
Officer of the National Biosafety Management Agency
(NBMA) for the certificate of merit/award presented to the
Agency on the occasion of the international Customs day.
The Minister who made the commendation in his office when the DG/CEO presented him with the award,
lauded Dr Ebegba for his dedication and passion in ensuring that the mandate of the NBMA is achieved.

“This award is well deserved as good things come
to those who are willing to make sacrifices to reach
a worthwhile goal. Dr Ebegba has distinguished himself as a man who is passionate about the growth
and development of Nigeria and for the Nigeria
Customs Service to have deemed it fit to confer on
him this award, then he is truly deserving”. He said.

“We will continue to partner with the Nigeria Customs Service to build a safe environment for Nigeri- The Minister also commended the officers of the Agency
ans by ensuring that unapproved GMOs are not al- who have stood by the DG/CEO in ensuring that the manlowed to enter the Nigerian market through our borders”. date of the Agency is achieved and said the Federal MinisThe Comptroller General of the Nigerian Customs Col. Hameed try of Environment will continue to support the NBMA in the
Ibrahim (Rtd) while giving the award, commended the Agency for discharge of its duties and in the fulfilment of its mandate.
its dedication to ensuring safety of humans and the environment. The DG/CEO of the NBMA Dr Rufus Ebegba thanked
the honorable minister for the honor and privilege
The CG said ‘‘the certificate of merit was giv- and dedicated the award to Nigeria and Nigerians.

en to the Agency by the world Customs OrgaEbegba
pledged
to
continue
in
ensurnization (WCO) on the occasion of the interna- Dr
tional Customs day for rendering exceptional ing that the mandate of the Agency is fulfilled.
service to the international Customs Community’’. Meanwhile the NBMA has begun training for the staff of its
He said the award was based on the theme for the
world Customs day 2020 tagged “Customs, fostering
sustainable future for people, prosperity and planet”,
and the NBMA has shown commitment and distinguished itself in the area relating to the theme, hence
the honour with the prestigious WCO merit award.
BY: OGBAKI GLORIA

newly created Biosafety Intelligence unit on the workings of the
unit in other to equip them to discharge their duties properly.
The Director General/Chief Executive Officer of the Agency, Dr Rufus Ebegba, while speaking at the opening
urged the staff of the special unit to uphold the mandate
of the Agency and be good ambassadors of the country.
“The issue of Biosecurity has become very important globally
and in that light it is important for the Biosafety intelligence
unit of the Agency to be well equipped on issues of biorisk and security as they both go hand in hand”. He said.
0 1

You may recall the in 2019, the president of the federal republic of Nigeria, President Muhammadu Buhari assented
to a bill to amend the NBMA act 2015 to include new and
emerging areas of Biotechnology. The new amended led to
the creation of a special unit called the Biosafety Intelligence
Unit and a department called the Biosecurity department.

by-products without, first passing through the painstaking processes of acquiring a permit. A good case was the detection
and repatriation of a large quantity of GM corn imported from
Argentina in 2017 on a tip from the Nigerian Custom Service.

The
one-day training was aimed at building the capacity of the staff of the unit and acquaint them with their roles and responsibilities.

NBMA could not have existed in a vacuum,
it has liaised with sister agencies for better result of works. Having signed memorandum of understanding with various
ministries and agencies, areas of collaboration were established and these have
yielded positive results over the years.

This Agency has never hesitated in enforcing its laws; since inception, it has rigorously reviewed and granted many permits
The DG / CEO said it is important to train them as capacity on a safe ground. These permits have enabled indigenous scibuilding and strengthening is necessary for the proper run- entists to be at the helm of activities of modern biotechnology.
ning of the Agency in ensuring that its mandate is achieved.

FIVE YEARS OF BIOSAFETY
SYSTEM IN NIGERIA: THE
UNTOLD RAPID STRIDES.

The competency of the workforce of NBMA cannot be underestimated. Most of the staff have studied job related courses within
and outside the shores of Nigeria. Hitherto, the Director General of the Agency Dr. Rufus Ebegba places the staff on courses
outside Nigeria to consolidate their capacity building. Over the
past five years, capacity building of staff has been considered
paramount by the management and this has been ongoing.

BY: EDACHE

In the last five years, NBMA has been able to create zonal
offices and desk offices. This was aimed at having the presence of NBMA in all parts of the country as the way to ensure
adequate regulation. Staff have been redeployed to these
offices to operate and this have been giving good results.

N

The significance of NBMA cannot be overemphasized. Its absence could have made Nigeria vulnerable to all end-products of modern biotechnology. Nigeria could have been a
testing ground for products of Modern Biotechnology. Government deemed it good to establish an agency to regulate
this crucial sector and it will ensure fulfilment of its mandate.

igeria has thrown its weight behind the global efforts
to ensure safe practice of Modern Biotechnology.
To this end, efforts to develop the country’s Biosafety system began to evolve. At the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change in Rio 1992, all parties to the convention including Nigeria, nailed down a
consensus of opinion in ensuring environmental sustainability in the quest for a remedy to climate change and its effects while deploying cutting-edge research and science.
As the relevance of modern biotechnology in our contemporary society became essential, researchers have devised a cutting-edge technology as tool to stimulate economic upswing, especially in the agricultural sector for
an enhanced productivity. Development of legal frameworks became imperative as measures to enforce code
of practice that will protect the human health and biodiversity from the adverse impacts of modern biotechnology.
It was against the backdrop of safe, effective optimization of
potentials of modern biotechnology for economic enhancement that the National Biosafety Management Agency (NBMA)
was established, to avert any adverse effect that could result from the practice of modern biotechnology. The National
Biotechnology Development Agency (NABDA) on the other
hand, an Agency of the government, mandated to promote
the activities of modern biotechnology for economic growth
needed to be regulated hence the exigency for the establishment of the National Biosafety Management Agency (NBMA).

Within the short period of existence, the National Biosafety Management Agency was able to set up state
of the art laboratory for GM detection and analyses. This has earned the country recognition among coun-

tries of the world in preparedness to regulate modern biotechnology. As a National Competent Authority on biosafety
in Nigeria, it is always counted on as a leader in biosafety
matters in Africa of which the Director General/ Chief Executive Officer Dr.Rufus Ebegbe presides over their meetings.

As a regulator, the Agency over the years has provided an
enabling environment for indigenous and foreign scientists
to practice modern biotechnology safely under a robust legal framework. This is evident in its statutory onus to prosecute individuals or organizations dealing with GMOs and their
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NBMA’S DG/ECO INAUGURATES BIOSECURITY
DRAFTING
COMMITTEE

“NBMA has a duty to serve west Africa and you are
doing that very well. We will make our team available to support the drafting team in any capacity”
Dr Jeremy congratulated the committee members
and commended the DG/CEO for his leadership.
Chairman of the committee and Director of Biosecu
rity department of the Agency Chinyere Nzeduru who
spoke on behalf of members of the committee, commended the DG/CEO for trusting the members with the task.
She gave assurance that the committee will not
rest on its oars in ensuring the development of a
draft guideline within the laid down time frame.
The twenty-man committee is expected to hit the
ground running while ensuring that a draft guideline is made available on the 17th of July 2020.
BY: OGBAKI GLORIA

T

he Director General/Chief Executive Officer of the
National Biosafety Management Agency (NBMA)
Dr Rufus Ebegba has inaugurated the committee
for the drafting of the National Biosecurity guidelines.
While inaugurating the committee, the DG/CEO
charged them to put in their utmost best to ensure that a draft National Policy on Biosecurity is made available within a laid down time frame.

WEST AFRICAN BIOSAFETY
REGULATORS TO DEVELOP
REGULATORY PATHWAYS FOR
TRANSGENIC MOSQUITOES.

Dr Ebegba said the committee should look at areas where
there are existing national Biosecurity policies and come
up with a draft document which will form a blueprint
which will ensure that Nigeria’s involvement in Biosecurity globally will be properly streamlined and harnessed.

“Nigeria will not be caught unawares as there are moves in place to ensure that Nigeria responds promptly to organisms that threaten our environment”.
“The ultimate aim is to have a healthy environment and healthy citizens so that the productivity of the nation can be properly harnessed and
actualized”.
He

said

DG CEO reiterated commitment of the NBMA to developing Biosafety and Biosecurity in Nigeria and west Africa.
Director of the African Union Development Agency (AUDA)
African Biosafety Network of Expertise (ABNE) Dr Jeremy
Ouedraogo who joined the meeting alongside his team
online, commended the Agency and the DG/CEO for his
unending resolve in ensuring that Biosafety and Biosecurity in Nigeria and in West Africa are not left at the back sit.
He said the African Union is working with the world
health organization to develop a policy, noting that
ABNE will support Nigeria through the drafting process.

T

he Director General/Chief Executive Officer
of the National Biosafety management Agency (NBMA) Dr Rufus Ebegba has said there
is the need to accelerate the development of regulatory pathways for Genetically based vector
control methods such as transgenic mosquitoes.
Dr Ebegba said this at the virtual meeting of the West African integrated vector Management programme held on zoom.
Dr Ebegba who is also the vice Chairman of the
West African integrated vector management pro

THE REGULATOR 2020

03

gramme and presided over the meeting, said it is
important to put in place Biosafety measures in
the process of developing the technology so that
it can be deployed in a safe and secured manner.

NATIONAL BIOSECURITY POLICY; DRAFTING COMMITTEE PRESENTS DRAFT DOCUMENT TO DG/CEO NBMA

“In as much as the project is important to ensure that malaria is eradicated in West Africa,
he drafting committee for the National Biosecuriit is very important to ensure that necessary
ty Policy, has presented the preliminary draft of the
Biosafety measures are put in place to enNational Biosecurity Policy to the Director Gensure that the technology is deployed safely”. eral/Chief
Executive Officer of the National Biosafe-

T

ty Management Agency (NBMA), Dr Rufus Ebegba.

The DG/CEO said “the COVID-19
pandemic has unexpectedly changed
the course of activities world over as
the pandemic has demystiﬁed scientific discoveries and research hence it is
important to take the project seriously so as to ensure that malaria is
safely eradicated in Africa”.

Dr Ebegba while receiving the document in Abuja, commended the members of the committee for ensuring they
met the given deadline for the submission of the draft policy.
The DG/CEO said the issue of Biosecurity has become more
emphasized with the emergence of the COVID-19 pandemic
as it has become a serious Biosecurity Issue all over the world.
“The COVID-19 pandemic has taught us that there is need to
have a National Biosecurity system that will meet world standards which will become a model for other Nations as we cannot wait for another Biological Agent to catch us unawares”.
“There
pared

is need for the
ahead
of
any

country to be well prefuture
Biological
threat”.

He said “we are in an unusual situation globally
due to the COVID19 pandemic as the infectious
rate is constantly increasing and is leaving
a Hugh loss to human and economy in Africa and
the whole world, there is need for Africa to do all
it can to ensure that the pandemic is combatted

Dr Ebegba commended the National Assembly and the
President of the federal republic of Nigeria, President Muhammadu Buhari over the speedy passage of the 2019
amendment of the NBMA act 2015, which included the regulation of new and emerging technologies such as gene
editing, gene drive, synthetic Biology and Biosecurity.

the achievements for year 2017-2019, output/outcomes
for year 2020-2024 and the year 2020 work plan, said
education and capacity building of regulatory bodies
are necessary to ensure that the release of such mosquitoes is not hampered in the future as regulatory pathways for such technologies is currently not available.
Dr Ouedraogo said “ As part of the work plan there
is need for strengthened capacity of healthcare,
environmental and Biosafety regulators based
on specific phases of genetically based vector
control product development and deployment”.
He also noted that regional and continental regulatory
platforms for integrated vector management of malaria and genetically based vector controls as pathfinders will be operationalized, adding that international
engagements for African negotiators and regulators
will be enhanced in other to enable better coordination and communication as it relates to the project.
The virtual meeting which was aimed at understanding
how far and well the project has fed and what next steps to
take, had in attendance 15 West African member countries as steering committee members of the program.

He said the National Biosecurity Policy will be subjected to a National stakeholders’ review after which it will
be forwarded to the Federal Executive Council for approval through the Federal Ministry Of Environment.

“Biosecurity aﬀects our health the environment
and distorts our economy as we have seen in the
Director of the African Union Development Agency (AU- case of the COVID-19 pandemic which is a major
DA-NEPAD) African Biosafety Network of Expertise pointer to the impact of Biological agents to hu(ABNE) Dr Jeremy Ouedraogo, in his presentation on man health, the environment and our economy”.

Chairman of the Committee and Director of the Biosecurity department in the NBMA, Miss Chinyere Nzeduru while giving an overview of the document commended
the members of the committee for their efforts in ensuring
that they met the deadline given to them by the DG/CEO.
The Chairman said the document has 27 major thematic areas which include Institutional governance and coordination,
border
management,
surveillance,
preparedness and response, plant health, human health,
animal health and veterinary services, Bio terrorism.
She added that other thematic areas which bothered on finance and human resource such as finance and resource
mobilization, human resources, monitoring and evaluation
among others where included as they are key to the development of a strong and robust National Biosecurity Policy.
The
CEO

policy
was
handed
for
further

over
to
necessary

the

BY: Jennifer Agu

BY: Mary Oluwasayo Tinuoye.
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DG/
action.

E

LAKUN, TOHEED ADEBAYO is an assistant chief accountant in the internal audit unit of the National Biosafety Management agency. He’s an indigene of
Ogun State yewa north local government.
Born on the 28th of September in Lagos, he
holds a bachelor degree in accounting at
the university of Jos in the year 2005. He’s
also a certiﬁed national accountant (CAN)
and a member of the Associate of National
Accountant (ANAN). He’s married with kids
and loves reading and playing football.

N B M A

F

ATIMA SHAHIRA MAHMOODis a
program analyst in the ICT unit
under the planning, research
and statistics department (PRS)
of the National Biosafety Management Agency. She’s an indigene of
Bauchi state from AzareKatagua
Local Government area. She was
born on 7th of October. She bagged
a Bsc in information system, security and assurance from the American university of Nigeria Adamawa,
Yola. She loves shopping and being in beneﬁcial company of people.

THE REGULATOR 2020

05

J

OY IJEOMA ONWUDE is a senior
scientiﬁc oﬃcer (SSO) and head
of division of trade and environment bio-security/emergency preparedness and response in the department of
bio-security. She has previously been assigned to both environmental bio-safety
and general release department, planning, research and statistics department where she gained baseline knowledge on the regulation of dealings with
genetically modiﬁed organisms (GMOs)
She was born on the 16th of march and
hails from Ika north local government area
of Delta state. Married with three wonderful children. She attended the university
of Lagos where she bagged a Bsc and
Msc in zoology and environmental toxicology respectively. She currently runs
a doctorate research program at the university of Abuja in environmental biology.
She loves research, travelling, adventure hiking and her privacy.
She’s always open to learning and growth.

I

DU Ene Joy is an Information
Oﬃcier II with the National Biosafety Management Agency.
She holds B.sc Mass Communication from the Benue state University, Makurdi. she is married. she
fails from Otukpo Local Governement Area of Benue state. She was
born on 1st January. For Hobbies,
she enjoys travelling and cooking.
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PHOTO

DG NBMA WITH DIREC

Mr. Nakande Jamilu, NBMA Board Chairman.

DG/CEO WITH MEMBERS O
Ms. Nkiruka Onyilofor Ajar the legal adviser to NBMA

MINISTER OF ENVIRONMENT WITH SOME
NBMA STAFF

DG/CEO WITH REPRESENTATIVE
FROM NSCDC

DG/CEO WITH STAFF AND
NEPAD

The cross section of the Management Staff of NBMA

07

THE REGULAT

GALLERY

CTOR BIO-SECURITY MS. CHINYERE NZODURU

DG/CEO NBMA ADDRESSING THE NATION ON THE POSITION OF THE
AGENCY ON THE REGULATION OF GMOs.

OF ROTARY CLUB

DG
ERAL

NBMA

WITH

NIGERIA

COMPTROLLER
CUSTOMS

GENSERVICE

D MEMBERS OF AUDA/
dg/ceo receives award from AREWA group of editors.

NBMA SPORT SQAUD SET FOR ACTION

TOR 2020

08

NBMA TRAINS PERSONNEL ON BIOSECURITY

T

She also stated that a proper biosecurity risk assessment is
necessary before implementing an efficient and effective biosecurity program noting that physical security which is one
of the components of a successful laboratory biosecurity
program should be inclusive of the vicinity of the laboratory.
“safety and security works hand in hand and this includes
safety of the people and security of the organism. Nigeria as
a country is ready to take her baby steps on issues of Biosecurity, we cannot afford to be left behind as it can prove very
disastrous to us as a nation in the nearest future” she said.

he National Biosafety Management Agency (NBMA) has
begun training the personnel of its newly created Biosecurity department, on the workings of the department
in other to equip them to discharge their duties properly.
Director General/Chief Executive Officer of the Agency Dr Rufus Ebegba while speaking at the opening of the training in
Abuja, said the training is aimed at ensuring a National Biosecurity response strategy and to put in place mechanisms
to ensure that organisms that can cause harm to humans
and the environment are properly contained and eliminated.

“The training is necessary as it will enable personnel to be proactive in the entire responsibility of regulating Genetically Modified Organisms
as the issue of Biosecurity is very key from the
point of human safety and to the environment”.
“Biological agents can be used to cause trade war
or harm as some many want to use these Biological agents to discredit the Agricultural products of
a country from being marketable in the international community, hence it is now a part of the Agency’s
mandate to ensure that every Biological agent is monitored and contained in a safe manner, and to drive
issues of Biosecurity at the National level”. He said.
Dr Ebegba said part of the major steps of the NBMA to ensure that the issues of Biosecurity is properly addressed includes; a consultative forum between the NBMA and line
Ministries, Agencies and departments which will look into
having a National Biosecurity policy, National Biosecurity
emergency response strategy and to identify the likely Biological agents that can cause harm among other issues.
He said the training will be on going and continuous capacity
strengthening both locally and internationally will be in place
so that the staff of the Agency can be regularly kept abreast
with international best practices and reinstated the position
of the Federal Government to ensure that the best regulatory
mechanism is in place as it deploys resources for this course.
Vice president Nigerian Biosafety Association Dr. Stella Udo in
a paper presentation enlightened personnel on biosecurity concepts as she charged them to be alert always as the intentions of
modern Biotechnology could be distorted for self-fish reasons
that could jeopardize the human health and the biodiversity.

COVID19: DG NBMA
HARPS ON SAFE MODERN BIOTECHNOLOGY TO
ENSURE FOOD SECURITY.

T

he Director General/Chief Executive Officer of the
National Biosafety Management Agency, (NBMA),
Dr Rufus Ebegba has said that the issue of the
adoption of safe modern Biotechnology products to ensure food security and mitigate the impact of COVID-19
pandemic is key to the development of the country.
The Director General said this during a round table webinar
series on COVID-19; Effects on food security and the use
of Genetically Modified products toward food sustainability.

Dr Ebegba said “with the advent of COVID-19, there has been a
lot of challenges which has impacted negatively on food security,
She stated that ‘’biosecurity is a set of preventive mea- the world has been thrown into confusion, social security system
sures designed to reduce risks of intentional release or has broken down, the issue of health system has been highly
misuse of biological materials in other to cause harm negatively impacted and food security has been trampled upon”.
to others, the major job on the shoulder of the personnel at this time when modern biotechnology has come to “Farmers are finding it diﬃcult at this time because
stay is to protect human health and National biodiversity’’. there are less farming hands, movement of food and

crops from various places to another is also delayed

Dr. udo noted that some challenges involved in the se- due to the impact of COVID-19 on the transportation
curing of biological materials in the laboratories in- system. These challenges can be overcome through the
cludes the need to protect valuable biological materials safe application of modern Biotechnology products”.
in order to eliminate and reduce its usage to cause harm.
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He said Modern Biotechnology tools that have been confirmed safe have been used to produce crops that can aid do and who to contact in the case of suspected infection.
farmers and boost food production and it is very important He said this will help in creating awareness
at this critical time for farmers to adopt modern Biotechnol- about the disease and what the Agency is doing.
ogy crops that have been approved and its safety, ensured.
He said the essence of the meeting is to enThe DG/CEO said “Nigerians should take advantage of sure that corona virus and any other harmful Biothe laid down government policies on food production as logical Agent does not take the country by surprise.
the NBMA has a major role which is to ensure that farm- “We need to be adequately prepared and take proactive
ers use safe seeds that has been approved for cultivation”. steps about these harmful biological agents and to enHe said the use of modern Biotechnology tools must sure that they are properly contained so that they do not
go with Biosafety application as Biosafety compli- cause harm to humans and the environment”. He said
ance is very important, noting that with this pandemic, it has become very evident that safe technologies are
very key in addressing national and international issues.
“The federal government’s effort in establishing the National Biosafety Management Agency is a major achievement
in the bid to boost food production and ensuring food security and this administration has supported the NBMA to
effectively discharge its duty and deliver on its mandate.
“Due to the existence of the NBMA Nigerians have been enlightened on the issue of Genetic Modified Organisms and
a lot of misinformation has been dealt with as the Agency has been able to carry out series of enlightenment campaigns and programmes on our activities and mandate”
“We have been able to assure Nigerians that GM products will
be tested for safety right from the developing stage before it
even goes into the market as the Agency has continually car- Dr Ebegba said “We need to be conscious of what is
ried risk assessment to ensure that these products are safe”. on ground and how to tackle it and to work with other
Dr Ebegba assured Nigerians that the NBMA is not resting on its oars in ensuring that products are safe for humans and the environment even in this period the Agency
is on its toes in ensuring that farmers get safe products for
planting in order to boost and ensure food security in the
country and mitigate the impact of COVID-19 pandemic.

“There are safety valves already in place and we
will not work in isolation with the international community in the adoption of safe technologies that can be used to address our socio-economic improvement in the country”, he said.
Gloria Ogbaki
Head Press Unit (NBMA)
.

DG NBMA MEETS WITH STAFF
OF THE AGENCY OVER CORONA VIRUS OUTBREAK.
.

sister agencies to ensure that this virus is well tackled.
Biosecurity has now become part of the mandate of the
agency and there is the need to develop this mandate.”

Biosecurity is a serious issue and we must prove our relevance in this sector. As an agency in charge of biosecurity we must rub minds on how best harmful biological Agents can be contained and eliminated”. He said.
The DG/CEO restated that Nigerians should take precautionary measures such as proper hand washing seeking adequate medical care in case of any ﬂu or symptoms similar
to ﬂu and avoiding centers where the outbreak is prevalent.

“This coronavirus, can aﬀect the lungs and symptoms
include common colds and flu and can spread person
to person by coughing and sneezing. Its symptoms
include diﬃculty in breathing, fever and coughing
and can lead to organ failure, pneumonia and death.
The best way to combat it is to avoid close contact
with people who might be sick or carrying it”. He said
He also restated the federal government is doing everything possible to ensure that the corona virus does not
come into our borders and advised citizens to avoid countries already confirmed to have cases of coronavirus.

He said the safety of Nigerians is a priority for the federal government and is doing everything possible to ensure that harmhe Director General/Chief Executive Officer of the National ful biological agents are properly contained and eliminated so
Biosafety Management Agency (NBMA)Dr Rufus Ebegba that they do not cause harm to humans and the environment.
has met with the management and staff of the Biosecurity
department of the Agency over the outbreak of corona virus.

T

The DG/CEO while speaking at the meeting held on OGBAKI GLORIA.
the February 5, 2020 said, the department of biosecurity should come up with public awareness mechanisms
such as logos, pamphlets among others, containing information about the disease and what the citizens should
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NBMA SPORT CLUB IN THE NA- COVID-19 PANDEMIC; DG NBMA
CITIZENS
TO
ABIDE
TIONAL SPORT ACTIVITIES. URGES
BY STAY AT HOME DIRECTIVE
by edache

F

or the past five years of existence, the National Biosafety
Management Agency has gained in popularity, smoothed
by the NBMA sport club. NBMA sport club, an affiliate of the
National Biosafety Management Agency whose key responsibility, is to ensure adequate level of protection in the field of safe
transfer, handling and use of genetic modified organisms resulting from modern biotechnology that may have adverse impacts
on conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity, has
been reckoned a success for the last few years of existence.
The sport club engages in a range of sporting events such
as; soccer, volley ball, chess, badminton and table tennis. This sport club consists of able-bodied men and women with dogged determination and zeal to represent the
Agency in the various sport activities. The achievements
of this sport club on the other hand, is indubitably indelible.

T

he Director General/Chief Executive Officer of the National Biosafety Management Agency (NBMA) Dr Rufus Ebegba has urged Nigerians to abide by the stay at
home directive by the federal Government in other to control
the spread of covid-19 (Coronavirus disease) in the country.
The DG/CEO who said this in statement made available
to journalists said the Covid-19 pandemic has spread to
many countries of the world including Nigeria and the federal Government is doing all in its power to ensure that Nigerians are safe from the adverse impact of this virus.
“The Federal Government has the interest of its citizens at
heart, that is why every citizen should do its part by complying to the stay at home directives by the government”.

“As a nation we can defeat this pandemic but it
beholds on us to do everything possible to enFirst oﬀ, the sport club had displayed its sporting sure that we fight together to win the battle”.
prowess at its maiden appearance, at the Federal Pub- Dr Ebegba said simple practices of staying safe, social distancing,
lic Service Games in Kogi state in 2018. The outstand- ensuring proper hygiene through constant hand washing, using
ing performance at the event made other teams to be of hand sanitizers and keeping up with the basic directives laid
in awe of NBMA sport club. Trophies for first and sec- down by the authorities will go a long way to curb the pandemic.
ond positions were won to the amazement of other “The federal government is making very swift moves to ensure that
clubs and since then, the tempo has been sustained. the Coronavirus is properly contained, hence citizens should complement the Governments efforts by obeying directives”. He said.

“We seek the corporation of Nigerians in this fight and I want
to urge that anyone who has recently returned from countries
with high cases of Covid-19 or who has been in contact with
anyone who has shown symptoms of the disease should avail
themselves for the necessary tests and proper screening”.
“The government has expanded the isolation centers to
ensure that the spread is minimized as much as possible until the pandemic is contained and eliminated”.

This success was hinged upon the high calibre of team
management the sport club is blessed with. Calling the Dr Ebegba said self-isolation is key to stop the spread
sport club, a consultancy is not hyperbole. Other coach- of the disease and urged those with confirmed cases now visit NBMA sport club for technical sport advice. es to make themselves available in the designated centers for quarantine and proper recovery process.
NBMA hogged the limelight from all other federal ministries
and agencies in end of the month walking/jogging at its first He said the NBMA is in constant talks with line minparticipation. To say that NBMA sport club plays and loses is istries, departments and Agencies to chart the best
quite in a month of Sundays. It has played many friendly match- way to eliminate this Biological Agent from the country.
es against other ministries and agencies and even, non-governmental organizations but defeat has never been recorded. “As an Agency we are working with line MDAs to come up with a
harmonized national Biosecurity policy guideline and emergency
This all explains the immense support from the Direc- response strategy. This strategy when in place will help to save
tor General/Chief Executive Officer Dr. Rufus Ebegbe, humans and the environment from harmful biological Agents”.
who is sporty and, has promised to ensure the sport club
become a model for all other sport clubs in the country. “The covid-19 pandemic has called for the urgent need for this strategy and the need to urgentIt’s a fact that NBMA sport club has made indelible marks ly ensure that Biological Agents are controlled”.
in the National sport activities. Its visibility in the various
sport arenas makes the Agency and the job it does become “Nigerians need not panic rather ensure to follow laid down
known by many people. This point of convention has creat- procedures, people should stop the spread of fake and uned a better opportunity to disabuse the minds of people with verified news as it will further send panic to the people”.
misconception of the critical position the National Biosafe- The DG/CEO who assured that despite the changes caused
ty Management Agency occupies in the National economy. by the pandemic globally and in Nigeria, the government will
continue to ensure that its citizens are not adversely affected.
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DEVELOPMENT OF BIOSAFETY GUIDELINES FOR GENE EDITING, KEY TO
HOLISTIC REGULATION OF GENE EDITED PRODUCTS. – NBMA’S DG/CEO

We believe in the diversification of the economy and the deployment of safe
and secured science and technology are key to achieving
this giant feat in the
country”.
Representative of the African Union development Agency (AUDA-NEPAD), Africa Biosafety Network of Expertise (ABNE)
Mrs Modupe Adeyemo said safe modern Biotechnology has
been identified as an essential tool for development in this
modern era hence it is very important to properly and adequately regulate this sector in other to properly harness its potentials.
She said the NBMA has been setting the pace for Biosafety regulations in Africa and as a result of the recent expansion, there is need to bring together various stakeholders to
ensure that the policy document is adequately reviewed in
line with the international requirements for genome editing.

T

he Director General/Chief Executive Officer (DG/CEO) of
the National Biosafety Management Agency (NBMA), Dr
Rufus Ebegba has said that the development of the National Biosafety guidelines on the regulation of gene editing is
another stride in having a robust and holistic guidelines and to
remove all hindrances in the regulation of gene edited products.

She said the ABNE is hopeful the guidelines that will come from
the meeting will be a model for other member countries to follow.
Various segments of the guidelines include back ground to gene
editing, scope of gene editing in Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety, Gene editing techniques, global regulatory approaches to gene editing and general provisions for applications.

The DG/CEO who said this during the meeting to review the National guidelines on gene editing in Abuja noted that the guide- The
lines have been in the works and have been sent to various stake- ious
holders who had equally subjected them to various analysis. tors

one-day meeting had stakeholders from varsectors
including
scientists,
regulaand
legal
practitioners
in
attendance.

Dr Ebegba said the NBMA is interested in confirming the safety of the genes that are moved from one organism to another to be sure that these genes do not
cause harm or change the efficacy of the organism.
“the NBMA is already developing guidelines for the proper regulation of gene edited products and we will focus on products that
the genes are retained after modification, we will also check for
the source of the gene and draw up a pathway for the review of
application for permit of gene edited products and vice versa”.
“It is our responsibility as a regulatory Agency to properly scrutinize gene edited products, carry out risk assessment and come up with risk management approaches”.
“The inclusion of the regulation of gene edited products in the mandate of the NBMA has required us to
take even more proactive steps in line with the directives
of the Federal Government to ensure that science and
technology especially modern Biotechnology is properly regulated and deployed in a safe and secured manner”.
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The Director General/CEO Dr. Rufus Ebegbe, in a remark appreciated the presence of the Honourable
minister and restated commitment to ensure the realization of the mission and vision of the Agency.
Dr Ebegba while giving a presentation on the status of NBMA, talked about the mandate of the Agency,
regulatory
instruments,
concerns,
international partnerships, giant strides, regulatory processes,
approvals granted, challenges, Biosecurity, among others.
The DG/CEO said the amended act of the Agency included ensuring Biosecurity that is, making sure
that Nigerians are protected from harmful Biological
Agents which the current COVID19 pandemic is one.

MINISTER COMMENDS NBMA FOR LAUDABLE EFFORTS IN THE REGULATION OF
GMOs.

T

he Honourable Minister of state in the Federal Ministry
of environment Mrs. Sharon Ikeazor has commended
the National Biosafety Management Agency (NBMA)
for its eﬀorts in ensuring that the activities of modern
Biotechnology and its products are properly regulated.
The Minister of state who said this when she paid a working
visit to the NBMA noted that since inception of the Agency, it
has achieved a lot by putting in place appropriate measures “The issue of biosecurity is imperative to our nation as
to protect human health and the environment from the po- there is need to protect Nigerians and the environtential harmful impact of modern Biotechnology products. ment from harmful Biological agents, we need to be

ready hence the Agency has begun drafting of the Na-

The honourable minister said the NBMA is very sig- tional Biosecurity policy which will be presented to the
niﬁcant in the eﬀorts of the federal government to ministry as soon as it is validated by stakeholders”.
ensure sustainable development in the country.

‘’The world we live now demands an Agency like
NBMA as transboundary movement of organisms
need to be checked in order to nip in the bud any
threat of bioterrorism. I think the Agency is doing
a great job for all of us. I am quite impressed by
what I see today, your trained staﬀ and the stateof-the-art detection and analysis laboratory are
pointers that Nigeria is going in the right direction
in terms of regulation of modern Biotechnology’’.

“We live in a precarious
world today and the need to
adequately regulate modern Biotechnology is a step
to achieving sustainable
growth and development”.

The Honourable Minister promised to assist the NBMA
in meeting its areas of challenges so that staff of the The DG/CEO led the honourable Minister on a tour
Agency can discharge their duties more efficiently. of the Agency’s Genetic Modiﬁcation (GM) detection and analysis Laboratory where the Minister
commended the modern state of the art equipment.
BY: EDACHE.
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is doing all within its power to ensure that the
NBMA CAUTIONS CITIZENS TO BE ALERT ment
deadly corona virus is not allowed into the country.
OVER LASA FEVER AND CORONA VIRUS
EPIDEMIC; ASSURES OF INTERAGENCY
COLLABORATION ON CONTAINMENT
“This virus is a type of coronavirus, it can affect the lungs and
symptoms include common colds
and ﬂu and can spread person to
person by coughing and sneezing. Its
symptoms include difﬁculty in breathing, fever and coughing and can lead
to organ failure, pneumonia and
death. The best way to cambat it
is to avoid close contact with
people who might be sick
or carrying it”.
He

T

he Director General and Chief Executive Officer
of the National Biosafety Management Agency (NBMA), Dr Rufus Ebegba has enjoined
the general public to be alert over the outbreak
of lasa fever virus in some states of the country.
The DG/CEO who said this in a statement released on the 27th of January 2020, stated that
the Agency is working with line ministries, departments and Agencies to ensure that every harmful biological agent is contained and eliminated.

“The Agency is working assiduously with sister Agencies to ensure that the
spread of lasa fever and any other disease
caused by biological agent is contained
and not allowed to cause any more harm
to humans and the environment”. He said.

said

“The
federal
government
is
making
very
swift
moves
to
ensure
that
the
lasa
fever
virus
is
properly
contained
while
ensuring
that
the
corona
virus
does
not
come
into
our
borders”.
He
said
He advised citizens to avoid countries already confirmed to have cases of corona virus.
Dr Ebegba said with the creation of the new Biosecurity department, the NBMA will collaborate with
line Agencies and stakeholders to ensure that harmful Biological agents are contained and eliminated.
He said the just concluded consultative meeting with stakeholders has given the Agency a
good lead way in ensuring a very robust Biosecurity emergency response strategy and policy.

“we are happy with the level of willingness by sister Agencies to collaborate with
the NBMA in ensuring that harmful biological Agents are adequately contained to
avoid harm to humans and the environment, we are working on and will come out
with a comprehensive National biosecurity emergency response strategy and policy
that will check biological agents and ensure
that they are adequately contained”. He said

He however asked the general public to be vigilant and to take necessary protective measures
such as avoiding contact with rats, block all rat
hideouts, store foodstuffs in rodent proof containers, cook all foods thoroughly, always wash hands
thoroughly after contact with a sick person, not- He assured Nigerians that the NBMA will
ing that some of the symptoms of lasa fever in- not rest on its oars in the bid to ensure that
cludes: fever, headache, sore throat, cough, nau- humans and the environment are safe.
sea, vomiting, chest pain and severe cases of
OGBAKI GLORIA.
bleeding from the mouth and other body openings.
He also urged Nigerians not to panic as the govern
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NBMA WILL ENSURE SUSTENANCE OF
THE ENVIRONMENT
AND BIOSECURITY – DG/CEO

T

he Director General/Chief Executive Officer of
the National Biosafety Management Agency
(NBMA) Dr Rufus Ebegba has said that theAgency has been strategically positioned to ensure that humans and the environment is sustained and secured.
The DG/CEO who made this assertion when the
newly appointed permanent secretary in the Ministry
of Environment, Dr Bakari Wadinga visited the Agency in Abuja, said that the NBMA has been working in
accordance with its mandate of ensuring safety of
humans and the environment in the transfer and application of modern Biotechnology and its products.
“The NBMA, through the act, has been mandated to provide regulatory framework to adequately safeguard human health and the environment
from potential adverse effects of modern biotechnology and genetically modified organisms, while
harnessing the potentials of modern biotechnology and its derivatives, for the benefit of Nigerians”.

“With the inclusion of new areas of regulation,
the mandate of the NBMA has further been expanded and this has led to the creation of the
Biosecurity department which ensure the security of Biological Agents so they do not
cause harm to humans and the environment”.
The DG/CEO while briefing the permanent secretary, stated the mission, vision and objectives of
the NBMA and outlined some of the achievements
and challenges bedeviling the Agency, some of the
major challenges being the issues of funding and
a befitting office accommodation for the Agency.
Responding, the Permanent secretary, Dr Bakari Wadinga commended the DG/CEO for a
warm welcome stating that the aim of his visit is to familiarize himself with the Agency and its
workings so that he can hit the ground running.
He noted that there is need for the NBMA to make deliberate efforts to boost its revenue generation by contributing meaningfully to the improvement of seeds
in the country and ensure the visibility of the Agency.
“I want to appreciate the Director General for
his efforts at ensuring that Nigeria is safe but
a lot still needs to be done in the area of revenue generation. There is need to take deliberate steps to ensure revenue generation by way
of research that will contribute positively to the
development of seeds in the country”. He said.

“The
Agency
has the potential
to do more than regulation and I want to urge
you to take advantage of
your position as regulators
to embark on sustainable
research for the beneﬁt of Nigerians”. He said.

“We are working closely with other stake- The Dg/CEO led the permanent secretary on a tour
holders and line ministries, departments round the offices of the NBMA and to the Genetand Agency to ensure that our mandate is ic modification, detection and analysis Laboratory.
achieved and only safe products are deployed for humans and the environment”.
Dr Ebegba said the act was amended and this has expanded the scope of the NBMA to include Biosecurity
and the regulation of new and emerging technologies.
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BIOSAFETY TREATY MARKS
ITS 20TH ANNIVERSARY

T

wenty years ago, on January 29 2000, Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) adopted the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety. The Cartagena Protocol entered into force on September 11, 2003.

NIGERIA AT 60; DG NBMA CALLS FOR
MORE EFFORTS IN SAFE APPLICATION OF
MODERN BIOTECHNOLOGY.

The Cartagena Protocol is a milestone achievement under the Convention on Biological Diversity, making a significant contribution to protecting biodiversity by
requiring the safe transfer, handling and use of living modified organisms (LMOs).
To date, 172 States and the European Union have become Parties to the Cartagena Protocol. The most recent accession was by Uzbekistan, which became
a Party on January 23, 2020.
The Cartagena Protocol establishes an international regulatory framework for carrying out scientifically sound risk assessments to identify and
evaluate potential adverse effects of LMOs on biodiversity. Under the Protocol, guidance materials have been developed and capacity building activities have been undertaken to help Parties carry out risk assessments.

A

s the country marks its sixty years of independence, the Di-

A key component of the Cartagena Protocol is the Biosafety Clearing-House,
rector General/Chief executive officer of the National Biosafety Management (NBMA) Dr. Rufus Ebegba has called
which is a mechanism through which Parties and other stakeholders
share important information on LMOs. This information helps countries for concerted effort in the bid to ensuring safety in the apto make informed decisions on, for example, the import and use of LMOs. plication modern Biotechnology and in ensuring Biosecurity.

The DG who said this in a good will message to Nigerians on the occasion of
the country’s diamond jubilee celebration, stated that the safe deployment
of modern Biotechnology products will ensure food security in the country, raise our revenue and would help in the diversification of the economy.
Dr Ebegba said sixty years after independence, the country has done well in
the areas of food production and the development of science and technology, but more still needs to be done as the country is still lagging behind in the
The Implementation Plan is being developed in conjunction with the area of technological advancement and food production for food sufficiency.
Parties are currently planning the next phase of action for implementing the Cartagena Protocol and thereby contributing to the objectives of the Convention. This process is expected to result in the
adoption of an Implementation Plan for the Cartagena Protocol and associated Capacity-Building Action Plan covering the period 2021-2030.
post-2020 global biodiversity framework and thus contributes to the
achievement of the 2050 vision of living in harmony with nature.
The plans will be considered for adoption at the United Nations Biodiversity Conference to be held in Kunming, China in October 2020.

“Nigeria is a blessed country with abundant natural resources but we
need to harness these recourses in other to ensure the development of
the country, the foundation for a boost in agriculture with the establishment of the National Biosafety Management Agency in 2015 whose mandate is to ensure adequate level of protection in the field of safe transfer,
Development of the post-2020 global biodiversity framework handling and use of genetically modified organisms (GMOs) resulting
must also take into account ongoing scientific and technologi- from modern Biotechnology that may have adverse effects on conserand sustainable use of Biodiversity taking into account risks to
cal changes and how they may impact biodiversity in the future. vation
human health, animals, plants and the environment, has been laid”.
The Cartagena Protocol has a key role to play in this regard.

“The immense advances in biotechnology and the speed of
these developments mean the Cartagena Protocol is more
relevant than ever,” said Elizabeth Maruma Mrema, CBD
Acting Executive Secretary. “The 20th anniversary presents an opportunity for governments and relevant organizations to reflect on successes and challenges so far and
to take these into consideration in planning for the future.
“The development of the post-2020 global biodiversity framework and the Implementation Plan for the
Cartagena Protocol constitute a crucial opportunity for countries to make commitments in this regard.”

DG/CEO
VISISTS
APPOINTED
DG/CEO VISITS
NEWLY NEWLY
APPOINTED
PERMANENT
SECRETARY
PERMANENT
SECRETARY

“We need to build on this foundation by not allowing detractors and
miscreants to hijack the process for their own selfish gains and not allow
Nigeria to become a dumping ground for unapproved GM products”.
“There are so many global challenges which also affect Nigeria and
addressing these challenges requires the adoption of out of the
box workable measures such as safe technologies which will foster green economy and eliminate the factors that contribute to climate change, ensure conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity, as well as provide food security for the enhancement of
the well-being of the citizens which should be of national priority”.
Dr Ebegba said with the establishment of the NBMA and with
the amendment of its act in 2019, enlarging to cover Biosecurity, gene drive, gene editing and synthetic Biology, the country
is on the right track in the bid to ensure that Nigerians are protected from harmful Biological agents and un approved GMOs.
“The NBMA is poised to ensure that Nigeria becomes self-reliant in the
development and application of technology based services, we also
want to ensure that Nigerians have access to and benefit from safe, ethical and profitable uses of Biotechnology based products and services,
and to ensure that modern biotechnology is profitably applied to governments programmes and projections such as assurance of high quality health services, food security, environmental protection and safety”.
He said the NBMA is currently developing regulations and guidelines on gene editing and Biosecurity, noting that these are all
in the bid to ensure that the country practices safe technologies
that will put us at par with our counterparts in the global world.
“We can only achieve this when Nigerians learn to trust the NBMA and indeed the federal government and to believe that what so ever the Agency
has declared safe is indeed safe for human health and the environment”.
He felicitated with Nigerians on the marking of the diamond jubilee and called for patience and unity in building the nation for everyone and our future generations.

The Director General/ Chief Executive Officer of the National Biosafety management Agency (NBMA), Dr Rufus Ebegba
has visited the newly appointed permanent secretary in the
Federal Ministry of Environment Abel Olumuyiwa Enitan.
The DG/CEO who paid the working visit at the office of
the permanent secretary on the 18th of September 2020,
went alongside some management staff of the NBMA. “We do not have any other country so let us join hands to together to
build Nigeria, yes we may have our short comings as a people but we
The meeting was aimed at updating the new permanent sec- must not lose hope or lose confidence in the system as it is the confiretary on the duties, functions and mandate of the NBMA. dence the masses bestow on the systems that spurs us to do more”.
“I wish every Nigerian a happy independent day celebration and long live the federal republic of Nigeria”.
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CONTACT US:
NATIONAL BIOSAFETY MANAGEMENT AGENCY, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE,
Umuru Musa Yar’Adua Express Way (Airport Road), Near the City Gate, Abuja, FCT.
Tel: 07033336570, 08033501832.
Email:nbma@nbma.gov.ng
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